
BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING 

Wednesday October 13, 2021 – 6:00 PM – Hybrid 

Richmond Town Hall, 1529 State Road, Richmond, MA 01254 

 

PRESENT: Neal Pilson, Chair; Alan Hanson, Selectman; Roger Manzolini, Selectman; Danielle 

Fillio, Town Administrator; Elizabeth Goodman, Town Attorney; Andrew Fisher, Chair, Board of 

Health; Louise Maron, Board of Health; Peter Cohen, Board of Health; Christian Hanson, 

Balderdash Cellars; Attorney Pucilosky for Balderdash Cellars; Ron Veillette, Con. Com.; Holly 

Stover; Alison Cole; Peter Miller; Alex Rosenblum 

Neal called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM. 

Approval of the Minutes of the September 29, 2021 meeting of the Board of Selectmen: 

Submitted corrections having been incorporated into the version before the Board, Roger 

moved that the Minutes of the September 29, 2021 meeting of the Board of Selectmen be 

approved as read. He was seconded by Al and the motion was adopted by unanimous consent. 

Updates from Town Administrator: Danielle and Paul Lisi met with the Fiscal Advisor 

concerning the short-term financing for the new building. The initial, short-term borrowing 

should be available by the beginning of November. Long-term borrowing will probably not be 

available until May, once the bids are back and the process has begun. 

The Highway Dept. is working on Church Lane beginning next week. 

The Dublin Road Bridge replacement project has posted detour signs which are currently 

covered in plastic. The road could be closed as soon as next Monday, and the Town is working 

on notifying residents of that.  A robo call will be sent out about that this weekend and it will be 

posted in the newsletter. Half of the abutters have already been notified by mail. 

On Friday, the Conservation Commission will inspect the erosion control on Dublin. Chief Traver 

has spoken to the Pittsfield Fire Department asking them to cover the north end of the road. 

Danielle is working on a plan for garbage pickup as the road will be closed until the end of 

December or early January. 

Continuation of the Public Hearing on the Balderdash Farmer Distillery Pouring Permit 

Application: Neal moved to open the Public Hearing on the Balderdash Farmer Distillery 

Pouring Permit, continued from the last meeting of the BOS. Alan seconded the motion and it 

passed by unanimous roll-call vote: Pilson, aye; Hanson, aye; Manzolini, aye. 

Attorney Pucilosky, representing the applicant, Christian Hanson, asked the Board to approve a 

spirts pouring permit for private events at 79 and 81 State Road. The spirits would be brought 



in from other distilleries with the Balderdash label affixed and used exclusively for private 

functions – approximately 10 – 15 events per year. 

There followed an extensive discussion between Christian Hanson, his attorney and the public 

that included such issues as: Who will be responsible for drunks. Chris replied that he has and 

will continue to stop serving anyone who has had too much to drink. He noted that the ultimate 

responsibility is his and there is a very strong incentive in the possibility of loss of his license if 

he does not keep that under control.  

The question of appropriate insurance to protect the citizens and the town. The attorney 

responded that State regulations require all those protections in order to obtain a license. 

A discussion of the relevance of a pouring license to the Farm Function. The specifics were 

clarified including the fact that the pouring license is separate from the Farm Function and that 

Farm includes the fact that the land measures more than 5 acres and is operating to produce 

revenue. 

The question of zoning was raised, and the Town’s attorney explained that Balderdash has an 

existing Farm Function Special Permit under the Zoning laws and the pouring of additional kinds 

of alcoholic beverages does not change that. It was specified that Balderdash will not be 

distilling or manufacturing spirits on their premises but will be using spirits produced elsewhere 

and labelled with Balderdash Cellars labels. 

The discussion having ended, Roger moved to approve the application before the Board with 

three restrictions – that the spirits will be distilled off premises, that they will be served only at 

private events and that they will carry the Balderdash Cellars label. Alan seconded the motion, 

which was carried by unanimous roll-call vote: : Pilson, aye; Hanson, aye; Manzolini, aye. 

Alan then moved to close the Public Hearing. Roger seconded and the motion was adopted by 

unanimous roll-call vote: : Pilson, aye; Hanson, aye; Manzolini, aye. 

Continuation of the Public Hearing on the Balderdash Alteration of Premises Application: 

Roger moved to reopen the Public Hearing on the Balderdash Alteration of Premises 

Application in order to combine three pouring licenses on the premises. Alan seconded and the 

motion was carried by unanimous roll-call vote: : Pilson, aye; Hanson, aye; Manzolini, aye. 

The meeting was now in the Public Hearing continued from the previous BOS meeting. 

Christian explained that the Farmer’s Pouring Permit allows beverages to be poured on 

adjacent properties if the Board approves. Balderdash has previously been given a permit to 

pour wine and beer at 79 and 81 State Roads. Balderdash is now seeking a permit to allow 

pouring of spirits at 79 State Road so that all three licenses can be combined. 

There was a discussion of the exact locations on the property where drinks will be served: at 

the winery, the tent and the amphitheater at 79 State Road and at the House and Barn at 81 



State Road. Neal clarified with Christian that there was no plan to use the premises of the 

house itself for any functions or serving of beverages. Christian assured Neal that was the case.  

He also noted in response to an inquiry that he has no intention of selling bottles of spirits.  

The license will have a lifespan of one calendar year, which means that the current license will 

only be in force until December 30th of 2021 – a period of approximately two and one-half 

months. 

Roger then said that he has studied the rules and regulations pertaining to this issue and has 

read the letters from the two attorneys and sees no reason not to approve the permit. 

Public comment continued that included questions of whether Balderdash could set up pouring 

stations anywhere on the property not included in required set-back regulations. It is 

technically true that, just as Tanglewood has always done, stations could be set up anywhere 

on the property. ABCC regulations require that all the property be included in the permit. 

Neal suggested that the permit include restrictions on the locations at which pouring can take 

place. Roger reminded everyone that this is an annual permit that will expire in a few months. 

Continued Public Comment raised the issue of enforcement of the conditions of the permit and 

the need for a plan to do so, the issue of multiple pouring locations and the possibility of people 

getting more liquor than they can handle simply by moving from location to location.  

Roger noted that in his conversations with people who have attended events at Balderdash he 

has been advised of how well controlled the situation is and that the management has always 

been very sensitive to the needs of the public. Christian added that he has a process in place to  

control over-consumption. 

As public comment ended, Roger moved to approve the permit with the restrictions noted 

above: for private functions only, distilled outside of Balderdash’s premises, Balderdash’s label 

affixed to bottles. Alan seconded the motion, which was carried by unanimous roll-call vote: : 

Pilson, aye; Hanson, aye; Manzolini, aye. 

Roger then moved to close the Public Hearing on the Balderdash Farmer Distillery Pouring 

Permit. Alan seconded the motion and it passed by unanimous roll-call vote: : Pilson, aye; 

Hanson, aye; Manzolini, aye. 

Town of Richmond Employee Vaccination Policy: Neal noted that many private and public 

entities have adopted a masking policy and the Town of Richmond has also done so. Now Neal 

has begun working with the Town Counsel on a draft Richmond Town Employees Vaccination 

Policy. Copies of that draft are available at Town Hall. Neal read the draft policy into the 

minutes (please see attached). 

Al stated that Richmond’s form of government is via Town Meeting or Government by 

Committee and the Board of Selectmen does not have the ultimate authority to impose medical 



mandates. The various Committees and Boards should vote on whether they agree to having a 

policy put in place that will affect the whole Town. 

Roger noted that he is in fundamental disagreement with the premise in paragraph 2 of the 

draft that any governing body has the obligation to preserve and protect its employees’ health. 

The government’s role is to secure the rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. In 

addition, he felt that the inclusion of the employees of the Fire Department is an overreach as 

the Fire House is private property. In addition, he felt that any mandating of vaccination is a 

violation of personal liberty. 

Neal noted that the policy is not a mandate or a directive. The policy applies to employees and 

only affects them as they gather in Town buildings. 

Paragraph #4 takes into account the existence of Zoom technologies and how that affects the 

physical conditions of meetings.  

Beth noted that paragraph 2,  which defines the obligation of the town to protect its employees 

health could be deleted and that although any employee refusing vaccination for other than 

legitimate medical or religious reasons, would be subject to disciplinary action, that action need 

not be draconian. There are several options short of termination.   

In response to the comment that the vast majority of Richmond’s employees are vaccinated, 

Andy noted that the need to have a policy in place is to cover the situation where a new person 

is hired. He also stated that Richmond would be the first Town in the Berkshires to have a policy 

and that will have an impact on other towns that are waiting for someone to take the lead. 

Richmond should be an example of how a small town should act. 

Holly said she applauds the draft of the policy, which should be adopted. Vaccination protects 

both the individual and everyone around them. It was noted as well that young children have 

yet to be able to be vaccinated and they need the protection of the adults around them. 

Neal summarized by saying that Alan has asked for input from the town’s committees, which 

should be solicited. In the meantime, he saw no need to rush to move forward and suggested 

continuing this discussion at the next BOS meeting once the opinions of the other Boards and 

Committees have been gathered and then come to consensus and a vote. 

Neal asked that Danielle send copies of the draft policy to all committee and board chairs.      

Approval for Richmond to Remain a 1 Precinct per Election Division: Every ten years the 

Census Bureau requires that the Town make the decision to maintain a single precinct. Neal 

moved that the Town of Richmond remain a single precinct Town as defined in the handout 

(attached). Roger seconded the motion which was adopted by unanimous vote: : Pilson, aye; 

Hanson, aye; Manzolini, aye. 

Public Comment: Ron V. reminded the Board of a conversation at a previous meeting on the 

issue of more effective advertising of the Conservation Commission meetings. Ron will discuss 



further with Danielle and Shep Evans, the Con. Com. agent, about how best to make use of the 

Town Newsletter to accomplish that. 

Sewer Matters: There were no issues to bring before the Board. 

Selectmen’s Matters: Roger asked about the problem at 2200 Swamp Road, where a driveway 

entrance had been washed out and the owner was asking to Town to repair it. A discussion 

resulted in the consensus that the Town could not undertake to repair all the private driveways 

that had been similarly affected by the storms. Roger will advise the owner that repair of the 

driveway is his responsibility. 

Alan spoke about a problem on March Hare road with loose rocks. Danielle will investigate the 

situation with Peter Beckwith, Highway Superintendent. 

There being no further business before the Board, Alan moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:05. 

The motion was seconded by Roger and passed by unanimous vote. 

 

Signed: 

 

 

__________________________________ 

Neal Pilson, Chair 

  


